
 

  

Class Placement Parent Information 

 for 2021 
 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

We have reviewed our 2021 class configuration based on anticipated student numbers and are now 

getting ready for the class placement process in preparation for the 2021 school year. This is a complex 

and lengthy task involving teachers and the school leadership team. We anticipate that the new school 

year will again start with 16 classes and we endeavour to place each child in a learning environment that 

will support them to be successful. 

Class structures are planned to take into consideration the educational needs of students, the 

estimated enrolment at each year level, school resources and facilities, gender balance and the 

expected size of the new Reception intake. Student placement takes into consideration learner 

achievement and performance, the social and emotional needs of students, behaviour, gender, 

friendship groups, language background and of course, special needs requirements. To ensure a balance 

across classes we are using our SENTRAL database tool, ‘Class Builder’ to structure classes prior to a final 

review by teachers and school leadership. ‘Class Builder’ requires teachers to key in information about 

their current students along with friendship requests. Every effort is made to place students with at 

least one friend. 

In meeting The Department’s recommended class size requirements, ‘composite’ or multi-age classes 

are a practical necessity and provides the school with flexibility in class placement. Current research 

supports the view that there are neither advantages nor disadvantages to student achievement by being 

placed in multi-aged classes. Indeed, our teachers work in professional learning teams across different 

year levels to explicitly plan for and support differentiated learning and assessment, thus 

accommodating the varied needs and abilities within any class. 

We ask that parents with their child/children complete a confidential friendship survey in the next few 

weeks where you will be asked to nominate up to five students in the same year level they would like to 

learn alongside in their class next year. The friendship survey information will also be keyed into ‘Class 

Builder’ and may include students who are currently in another class. However, in some cases, teachers 

find it advantageous for improved learning outcomes to occur, that some students are not placed 

together. (We ask that you do the friendship survey with your child because parent input on friendships 

can be inconsistent with students’ views, and one parent’s request can sometimes clash with their child’s 

view or indeed, the request from another family.) 

The reality is that friendships can change from year to year and we encourage students to develop new 

friends; a life skill which helps build resilience. Friendships across classes and year levels is supported 

and encouraged at Seacliff through both the curriculum and at play times.  



 

 

 

 

As part of the process for establishing our 2021 classes, parents and caregivers may wish to share 

important information they believe should be considered in the placement of their child/children.  This 

should be information which the school or current class teacher may not be aware of – most parents 

will not need to respond.  

Given the likelihood of Seacliff having many composite classes across the school,  

 requests to be in / not be in composite classes will not be considered 

 requests for a student to be with /not be with a particular teacher will not be considered.  
 

At this stage, the teachers taking particular year levels and in which classrooms has not been finalised 

and some changes to our 2020 arrangements may occur. Teachers are in the best position to place 

students according to the wide range of factors outlined earlier.  

 

Parents and caregivers may wish to provide information to the current class teacher in the following 

areas: emotional, social and personal needs of your child, specific learning needs and positive 

friendships which could impact on your child’s placement. (If parents have other, confidential 

information, this can be emailed to: steven.wallis32@schools.sa.edu.au on or before Wednesday 16 

September). 

Please note: teachers will be viewing the parent information as part of the class placement process. 

Class Placement Process 

Traditionally, the class placement process at Seacliff is complex and time consuming. Again this year, 

through the use of SENTRAL software ‘Class Builder’, we hope to take some of the complexity and risk of 

error out of the process. Teachers will review classes in the first few weeks of Term 4. Teachers and 

leaders factor in their knowledge of each child, how they engage with their learning and how they 

interact with others in order to make balanced decisions. For reasons of privacy and confidentiality, we 

are not able to share the reasons behind some placement decisions. Staff members will not disclose the 

compositions of classes prior to a formal announcement on or around December 1. It is the 

responsibility of the Principal to make the final decision on classes and placement of students and we 

will certainly be investing a great deal of time, thought and planning into this process. 

We kindly ask that you show trust in our school’s teachers and leadership team in making these 

important decisions. 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Steven Wallis      Scott Francis 

Principal, Seacliff Primary School   Deputy Principal, Seacliff Primary School 

  

mailto:steven.wallis32@schools.sa.edu.au


 

 

 

 

Class Placement for 2021 - Friendship Survey 
 

We ask that parents with their child/children complete this confidential friendship survey in the next 

few weeks to nominate up to five students in the same year level for 2021. The friendship survey 

information will be keyed into ‘Class Builder’ and may include students who are currently in another 

class. 

 

(We ask that you do the friendship survey with your child because parent input on friendships can be 

inconsistent with students’ views, and one parent’s request can sometimes clash with their child’s view 

or indeed, the request from another family.) 

 

Student’s Full Name: _________________________________  Year level in 2021: _______ 

Please record up to 5 preferred friendships (full name & current class number if possible) for 2021. 

1. __________________________________________________  Room _________ 

2. __________________________________________________  Room _________ 

3. __________________________________________________  Room _________ 

4. __________________________________________________  Room _________ 

5. __________________________________________________  Room _________ 

Is there additional information that we may not be aware of, that you would like your child’s current 
class teacher to take into consideration which could impact on your child’s placement? For example: 
emotional, social and personal needs or specific learning needs / circumstances of your child. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

I have read the Class Placement Parent Information for 2020.  Please return to your child’s class teacher 

before Wednesday 16 September. 

 

Parent Signature: ____________________________________ 


